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mentioned, in the formation of which a clear e takes
part (pays, paysari); if now we examine the origin of
this ei, we find that the e uttered is very clear, approach-
ing to i, to which Tby a quick retraction of the lips the
i-charaeter is given. This method of production is, how-
ever, the same as that which we have just been discuss-
ing ; and this ei belongs, strictly speaking, more to this
category than to'the foregoing one. We shall also readily
comprehend why, from the great ease with which the
tongue assumes the position for the clear e and for i,
this method of formation is not so simple for ei and for
the diphthongs ending with i. These diphthongs do not,
however, belong to this class, but rather to that already
described, as is further shown by the fact that in form-
ing the i the position of the lips remains unaltered.

The third class of diphthongs is the iambic, the first
sound of which is an i or an u. Any of the other vowels
may act as a second sound. This class can, however,
scarcely be included in the diphthongs, as a consonantal
element enters into it, which gives a different character
to the combination of sound. Let us endeavour to show
this peculiarity in the relation between i and j, u and w.
If the tongue is laid against the palate as in forming i,
and a fricative noise is then created either by the closer
approximation of the tongue or by an increase in the
current of air, the consonant j will be heard; if, again,
during the formation of i the apex of the tongue is
quickly drawn backwards into the position, for instance,
for a, this movement against the current of air will pro-
duce, if not a perfect j, yet a sound approaching to it,
thus giving rise to the consonantal element. The same
relation exists between u and w, the latter being pro-
duced by a fricative noise between the protruded lips,
and also, though less perfectly, by the rapid retraction